
 

 

Many Changes at Cascade Pacific RC&D 

 

Cascade Pacific Resource Conservation and Development 

(CPRCD) has undergone many changes during the past 

year.  New programs are being developed, existing 

programs are being expanded, and new staff are bringing 

fresh ideas and improving the efficiency of CPRCD.  

 

One of the major changes CPRCD has encountered this past 

fiscal year is the separation from the National Resources 

Conservation Services (NRCS). CPRCD is officially a free 

agent!  Although we miss our tie with NRCS, we are very 

excited about the opportunities available and eager to grow 

and enhance our surrounding communities.  

CPRCD programs are pulling in visitors ï and their dollars ï to 

rural areas.  These programs will help farms and businesses 

weather the current economic crisis, and thrive in the years that 

follow. Later in this report you will read about our programs that 

are designed to help assist our community in growth, education, 

enhancement, and overall wellbeing.  

 

Our Programs Include: 

¶ Fiscal Sponsorship 

¶ Agricultural Energy Program 

¶ Berggren Demonstration Farm 

¶ Local Foods Connection 

¶ Northwest Weed Management 

¶ US Forest Service Stewardship Program 

 

Cascade Pacific RC&D: Making a difference in our own 

backyard 

 

CPRCD focuses on key elements for local communities to help 

support positive environmental, social, and economic growth. 

These key elements are: 

 

Agricultural Energy: 

¶ Assisting farmers to óSave Water & Save Energyô by 

increasing their energy  and irrigation efficiencies.   

 

Natural Resource Conservation for: 

¶ Streamside 

¶ Clean Water 

¶ Weed Management 

¶ Ecosystem Market Place Services 

 

Keeping Farmers farming through: 

¶ Local Food Connection 

¶ Demonstration Farm Program 

 

Fiscal Sponsorships: 

¶ Environmental Improvement Projects 

¶ Watershed Councils 

¶ Energy Improvements 

¶ Agri-Tourism 

 

Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2011     
July 1, 2010 ~ June 30, 2011 
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Letter from the President 

Dear Members and Friends of Cascade Pacific RC&D, 
 

The 2010-2011 year was a time for rebuilding in the face of challenge, stepping up to maintain services 

and even expanding our programs.  In December 2010, Karen 

Strohmeyer retired after founding Cascade Pacific RC&D over 

twenty seven years ago.  By January 2011, CPRCD had 

experienced a 100% staff turn-over.  In April 2011, after a 40 year 

investment by Congress, the $50.1 million funding for RC&Ds was 

cut from the federal budget, eliminating program oversight by the 

Natural Resource Conservation Service.  Across the country, 

federal Coordinators were immediately transferred out of the 

RC&D program.  NRCS-funded offices were closed.  Phones, 

furniture, file cabinets and other federal property were removed 

suddenly. To say the least this was a very disruptive and chaotic 

way to shut-down a federal program. 

 

 

But the spirit of the RC&D program around the Country has not 

been diminished.  While funding was cut, our Congressional Authorization is still intact.  Cascade Pacific 

RC&D responded by re-committing to our mission to meet rural Oregonôs need for economic growth, job 

creation and stewardship of natural resources and working lands.  Thanks to the excellent work of 

CPRC&D staff and board, CPRCD stepped up to meet these challenges while keeping an eye on the 

future and growing programs!   

 

 

Within the last year, CPRCD has hired an excellent staff who bonded as a team to learn quickly and start 

building new infrastructure that will allow CPRCD to sustain itself into the future. Please welcome the 

CPRCD staff and donôt hesitate to contact them to talk about your ideas, partnerships, needs or services: 

 

 

¶ Keli Kuykendall, Executive Director 

¶ Amy Crawford, Finance Officer 

¶ Jamie Muller, Program Assistant 

¶ Juli Brooks, Ag Energy Analyst 

¶ Mark Burbee, Ag Energy Analyst 

¶ Jared Pruch, Berggren Demonstration Farm Coordinator 

 

Despite the loss of federal funding and the transitioning to new staff, CPRCD has continued to thrive and 

support projects and programs that address needs in rural Oregon. A summary of the work CPRCD has 

done over the last year with our partners is impressive. 

Thank you for your continued support of CPRCD and I look forward to working with you in the future to 

make rural Oregon healthy economically, environmentally and socially. 

As we move forward in 2011-2012, one area that I feel needs new energy and focus is to conduct a series 

of strategic thinking sessions/retreats with the CPRCD Board that taps into the amazing experience and 

knowledge of the Board to help establish a business plan for expanding and sustaining CPRCD in a way 

that makes financial sense and provides support and benefits to our partners, clients, members, and rural 

Oregon.  

 
 

Karl Morgenstern 
President, Cascade Pacific Board of Directors 

Karl Morgenstern 
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Our Mission and Vision 

Our mission is to work with citizens of rural communities to enhance their quality of life through social, economic, and 

environmental improvements. 

 

Our rich experience in resource conservation, unique perspective, and innovative approach allow us to develop  

projects and foster partnerships that adapt to varying needs and changing circumstances. 
 

Our areas of concentration are: 

 

Energy 

Agricultural activities conserve energy and agricultural 

lands are a source of environmentally sustainable  

bio-fuels and renewable energy. 

 

Food 

Local agriculture supplies a safe, secure, and reliable 

regional food system. 

 

Jobs 

Jobs are created and maintained in rural areas while  

protecting the natural resources base. 

 

Land 
Working lands and waters provide habitat for diverse and 

healthy wildlife, aquatic species, and plant communities. 

 

Water 

The quality of surface water and groundwater is improved and 

maintained to protect human health, support a healthy 

environment, and encourage a productive landscape. 

About Cascade Pacific RC&D 

Who We Are 

Cascade Pacific Resource Conservation & Development Area, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit  
organization.  We are proud to serve Benton, Lane, Lincoln, Linn, Marion & Polk Counties. 

Cascade Pacific RC &D is a nonprofit organization established in 1989 to support positive environmental, 

social and economic change in local communities.  

 

We are a part of a national network of nonprofit Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Coun-

cils. This national program was authorized by Congress over 45 years ago to empower people in rural 

communities.  

 

Cascade Pacific works at the grassroots level with citizens of local communities to develop innovative and 

needed local projects. These projects focus on improving water quality and quantity, creating and main-

taining rural jobs, supporting efficient and renewable energy, promoting a sustainable local food system 

and enhancing fish and wildlife habitat.  
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2011 Energy Program 

Cascade Pacificôs Energy Program Continues 

to growé 
 

Cascade Pacific RC&Dôs Energy Program is maturing!  Weôve added 2 full time Energy Analysts to help pro-

ducers achieve cost-effective energy efficiency, save water and time.  Weôve build a shiny new website at 

www.AgEnergyNW.org that encompasses our expanding service offerings.  And we have outreach events 

planned all over western Oregon this fall & winter.   

 Our new Energy Analysts include Juli Brooks and 

Mark Burbee.  Juli is a graduate of Oregon State University 

with a BS in Horticulture.  She is also a fifth generation 

Willamette Valley farmer.  While Juli started at CPRC&D as 

a program assistant, she was promoted to Energy Analyst this 

spring.  Her passion for farming is contagious and we are 

grateful for her energy.  We are also thrilled to have  hired 

Mark Burbee into the Energy Program.  Mark, who has a suc-

cessful background providing sterling customer service to 

Willamette Valley farmers, recently graduated from the Ener-

gy Management Program at Lane Community College.  Mark 

brings freshly minted technical expertise to our program. 

 In the Spring of 2011, our pilot program with the 

Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) was codified into a 5 year Cooperative 

Agreement.  While we received annual funding during this first year, we are slat-

ed to receive two yearôs worth of funding in 2012 with a two year renewal.  The 

grass is looking greener with increased irrigation efficiency! 

 

In addition to the BPA support, we also spent this year working on the NRCS 

Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG).  For both of these grant programs, 

CPRC&D is leading a coordinated state wide effort for energy efficiency in the agricultural sector.  This state 

wide effort is quickly making the RC&Dôs in Oregon the leader in Agricultural Energy innovation. 

 

Working on the Save Water, Save Energy program, Juli and Mark built the new AgEnergyNW website to en-

compass Ag Energy programs in 6 western states!  The cooperative vision of the RC&Dôs continues to ex-

pand.  If youôre interested in energy efficiency or irrigation efficiency on your farm you should contact Mark 

or Juli.  They can help you save water, money and create some spare time in your hectic farming schedule. 

 

Looking towards the futureé 
This fall the Energy Program will be hosting 3 Agricultural Energy Efficiency Forums throughout Western 

Oregon. The focus of the workshops is on incentive programs and how farmers can cash in on them.  If youôre 

interested in attending one of these workshops, please visit our website to find out more information. 
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Local Food Connection Five years! A Milestone for the Local Food Connection 

éI was thoroughly pleased with the networking available for my business.ò~2011 attendee, Jenn Verdries, 

First Alternative Natural Foods Co-op 

 

The fifth annual 2011 Local Food Connection event linking farmers,  

fishermen and ranchers with area food buyers was a success!   Not only 

did we keep our attendee numbers strong at 232, but we increased the 

number of buyers and distributors by nearly 30%, providing increased 

connections for within our local food community.  

  

The day-long event held at Lane Community Collegeôs Meeting and 

Learning Center was punctuated with many memorable moments. Our 

keynote had three local food success stories.  Tom Hunton from Hunton 

Farm/Camas Country Mill & Charlie Tilt from Hummingbird Wholesale 

shared a particularly popular story discussing their successes and chal-

lenges with growing grains, developing a mill, and selling flour to local 

buyers.  We were also graced by Congressman Peter DeFazio, who  pre-

sented during our luncheon on the status of food related topics from 

Washington D.C.  

 

 

éThe workshop topics were all interesting. I wish I could have cloned myself to attend more than one at a 

time! é ~2011 attendee 

 

Buying and Selling to Grocery Stores, Getting Your Meat and Fish to Market, to Social Marketing: Creating 

Customer Loyalty were just a few of the twelve well attended workshops offered.   A popular workshop, Lo-

cal Food Economics in Lane County based on research done at the U of O was the instigator for 2012ôs event 

theme:  Local Food=Economic Security.   Attendees learned that increasing spending on local food by 1% 

increases revenue in Lane County by $11.7 million!   

   

EWEB, Lane Community College, and Oregon Tilth as the long

-term founding sponsors have made this event possible.   To 

allow for broader support and financial stability and growth, in 

2011 we offered additional levels of sponsorships, and will do 

so again in 2012.  Organically Grown Company,  Stahlbush Is-

land Farms, First Alternative Natural Food Co-op, Lochmead 

Dairy, Glory Bee Foods, and  SnoTemp  were all eager to spon-

sor the 2011 event.   Verve Northwest sponsored the event with 

an in-kind  donation creating a wonderful logo, maximizing our 

ability to brand and promote this event effectively.  

 

Our heartfelt thanks to Willow Cordain who stepped up at the 

last minute to coordinate the 2011 Local Food Connection for 

us.  With assistance from Kelly Hoell of Good Company and 

cheerleading from the new staff at CPRC&D, Willow ensured 

that the Local Food Connection proceeded flawlessly.  Willowôs clear organization and calm under pressure 

attitude translated into a wonderful day for everyone.  Thank you Willow!  

2012ôs Local Food Connection Conference: Monday, February 6th, 2012.  



 

 
6 

Siuslaw Stewardship Collaborative 2011 

Still going strongé 

 

 

Now beginning our 13th year of Partnership with the Siuslaw National Forest, the Forest Stewardship program 

(recently renamed the Siuslaw Stewardship Collaborative) had a showcase year!  The tremendous success of 

these efforts by local participants over the past decade was celebrated by the US Forest Service and the 

USDAôs Natural Resources Conservation Service who awarded the Stewardship Group the 2010 Two Chiefsô 

Partnership Award.  This award is bestowed upon only a handful of partnership efforts nationwide each year.  

The award recognizes exemplary partnership efforts promoting conservation and forest stewardship, and repre-

sents a significant achievement for all the partners 

involved in this good work.  CPRC&D proudly ac-

cepted recognition for our efforts in creating & sus-

taining these successful partnerships.   

 

The award presentations took place at the Siuslaw 

Stewardship Groupôs Celebration, which was held in 

August 2011 at Dave Eislerôs beautiful property 

along Chicahominy Creek in Walton, Oregon.  

 

In conjunction with the USFS and  the National For-

est Foundation, Cascade Pacific successfully 

launched the new Hebo Stewardship Group, making 

it the 4th area group in the collaborative.  With the 

Hebo Stewardship Goup, we continue to build capac-

ity for stakeholders surrounding the Siuslaw National Forestôs in Lincoln and Tillamook counties. 

 

Money that is changing our Communityé. 

 

 

This year Cascade Pacific RC&D awarded $138,684 to organizations in the three stewardship groups that par-

ticipated in Round 2010 of Coast Range Stewardship Funds:  

 

Lincoln Public Works received $15,510 for Restoration Planting in Lincoln County; the Alsea Watershed 

Council received $29,810 for Canal Creek Stream Habitat Enhancement; Lincoln Co SWCD received $17,792 

for Knotweed Control throughout the Alsea basin; Marys River Watershed Council received $29,502 for three 

years of Knotweed Control in Greasy Creek and Woods Creek; Corvallis Public Works received $6,400 for 

Roadside and Meadow Enhancements; the Siuslaw SWCD received $20,000 for North Fork Siuslaw River 

Stream bank Restoration; and $19,670  was awarded to the Siuslaw Watershed Council for Siuslaw Riparian 

Restoration Planting.  This year approximately $240,000 will be awarded to four stewardship groups.  Thanks 

to Cascade Pacificôs strong collaboration with partners, and the National Forest Foundation award, all commu-

nities surrounding the Siuslaw National Forest have a stewardship group which can participate in the Coast 

Range Stewardship fund to improve the economic and ecological health of  local communities. 

 

Stewardship Groups are made up of community stakeholders interested in participating in the restoration 

and economic health of the Siuslaw National Forest and surrounding communities. The goal is to improve 

the ecological and economic health of the communities surrounding national forests.  The Hebo Steward-

ship Group became a chartered group this spring and is participating in the 2011 round of funding for Coast 

Range Stewardship project awards to be distributed Spring of 2012. 

Award Recipients at the 2010 Two Chiefôs Partnership Ceremony 
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